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This is in response to the communication mailed from the Patent and Trademark 
Office on August 28, 2001, indicating that the communication filed by Applicants on July 19, 
2001 is informal/non-responsive to the Office Action issued by the PTO on August 14, 2001. 
This subject response is due to be filed by September 28, 2001 . 

In the communication of August 28, 2001, the Examiner indicated that the 
Amendment filed by Applicants on July 19, 2001 does not address the rejections made by 
the Examiner in the Office Action. The Preliminary Amendment filed by Applicants (filed 
by Certificate of Mailing on July 19, 2001) was received by the PTO on July 23, 2001 prior 
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to the issuance of the Office Action of August 14, 2001. As such, the Examiner's position 
was not based on the subject application as it existed at that time, particularly in light of the 
Preliminary Amendment wherein a number of claims were revised and added, and further 
in light of the Information Disclosure Statement, both of which were filed on July 19, 2001. 
A copy of the postcard received by undersigned counsel evidencing receipt of Applicants' 
conamunication of July 19, 2001 by the PTO on July 23, 2001 is attached hereto for the 
Examiner's review. 

Since Applicants' submission of July 19, 2001 was received by the PTO in advance 
of the issuance of the Office Action of August 14, 2001, undersigned counsel respectfiilly 
requests that the Office Action of August 14, 2001 be canceled and fijlly superseded by a new 
Office Action that takes into account Applicants' July 19, 2001 submission, including the 
Preliminary Amendment and the references identified in the Information Disclosure 
Statement. 

The Examiner is requested to direct any telephone inquiries to undersigned counsel at 
the telephone number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted. 




Robert M. Rodrick 
Registration No. 27,086 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
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